References to James Alexander in the book, “History of Schuyler and Brown Counties, Illinois”, 1686 – 1882, reprinted 1994 by Stevens Publishing Co., Astoria, ILL. 61501, in cooperation with the Schuyler County Historical Society:

Page 1 of the Brown County Index:  (There is no reference for a James Alexander in Schuyler County Index.)

James Alexander…Pages 72, 200, 247, 248, 319:

Page 72:”Other settlers of 1830, who located within the boundaries of Mt. Sterling township, were Thomas C. Tinnen, James Alexander, Daniel Kendrick, and perhaps a few others.  Benjamin Kendrick, a brother of the latter, came a year latter.  Tinnen was a native of North Carolina, moved to Kentucky in an early day, and from thence to Illinois.  He located in section 21, town 1 south, range 3 west, and subsequently moved to section 15, where he resided until his death, which occurred in 1840.  Alexander was a Tennesseean, and settled in Section 19, not far from Tinnen’s.  He had a common school education, and was one of the early teachers in the county.  He lived but a few years after his coming.  The Kendricks located in the same neighborhood.  They were from Kentucky.  Both reared considerable families, and were excellent citizens.  Daniel moved to Iowa about 1854, where he died, Benjamin died in Mt. Sterling but a few years ago.”

Page 200:  “The first School-house in Mt. Sterling township was built in 1832.  It was a log house of the ordinary kind, one of the pupils stating that to the best of his recollection there were no nails used in its construction.  It was situated on the north half of the southeast quarter of section twenty-one, being the land now owned by J. H. Hersman.  The first school in the township was taught in this house by James Alexander in the summer of 1832, and in the winter of 1832, ’33, Jonathan Billings taught there.  A part of his school was taught in a cabin near by, as it was more comfortable than the schoolhouse.  George Harper, the first county surveyor of Brown County, taught the first school, and in the summer of 1834 Samuel Weir taught the first school in the town, in the house now occupied as a residence by John A. Givens, and situated near the northeast corner of section seventeen.”


Page 247:  “James Alexander came from Tennessee, and was one of the immigrants of 1830.  He settled in Section 19.  Had a wife and six children.  He was endowed with good abilities, and had obtained a fair education for the times, and was the first to teach the three “R’s” to the pioneer children of the township.  His death occurred a few years after his arrival.  Several of his grand-children are residents of the county.  In the same year Daniel Kendrick moved from Kentucky, and located in Section 20.  He had a wife and two children, Mary K., and William.  The later was a world-renowned foot racer in an early day.  His exploits as such were well know throughout the United States and Europe.  Mr. Kendrick moved to Iowa about 1854, where he died.  Benjamin a brother of Daniel, came in the fall of the following year, and located in Section 17.  Four of the children are residents of Mt. Sterling.  Mr. Kendrick died here but a few years ago.  His wife preceded him several years.”

Page 248:
“James Alexander taught the first school in the summer of 1832.  The school-house was a log building, with the ground for a floor, and was constructed for teaching purposes in the spring of the same year, and situated in Section 21, on the lands of Benjamin Kendrick, now owned by J.H. Hersman.  It was afterwards taken down and moved to the premises of William Kendrick and utilized for a still.”

Page 319:
“Ralph Alexander, a native of Ohio, came from Indiana to Illinois and settled on a piece of land in Section 20 of this township (Cooperstown) in the fall of 1830.  He soon entered the land and occupied it as his home until the day of his death, June 13, 1847.  He had a family of twelve children, five of whom are still living, viz:  Thomas Mathew, in Arizona Territory; Milton H., in Versailles township; James P., in Texas; Minerva, widow of Gideon Hinman, residing on section 21; John, in Greene County, Illinois.  Ralph Alexander was a tanner by trade, and started a tannery upon his farm a few years after his arrival.”  

The above named John is John P. as found on page 188, must’d out Sept. 5, 1864, a corporal with the Third Calvary—Three Years Service—Muster Roll Company H.  Men from Schuyler County.  

This closes the book and now goes to the 1830 Census of Schuyler and McDonough County, IL printed by the Schuyler County Historical Museum, 200 South Congress, Rushville, IL 62681:

James Alexander is listed as follows, Males and Females 5-10, 10-15, 15-20, 20-30, 30-40, 40-50, and 50-60:

1S3W                                        Males                                      Females
James Alexander               0-1-1-0-1-0-1                            0-0-1-2-0-0-1

By looking at the 1850 Brown County (used to be Schuyler) Census it shows 1SR3W as Mt. Sterling, Brown County; it also shows James Alexander’s neighbor, Daniel Kendrick, who is mentioned in the quotes from the book, above.  

        


