Dear Priscilla,
    The family history which you have  prepared does a thorough job of
collecting, organizing and presentation regarding the family of Allen
Alexander and descendants.  Only one small cloud of confusion exists
regarding who the children of Allen were.  This confusion arises from
information presented in the book named "Cemeteries of Brown County,
Illinois, 1825-1972" on page 241, which states that James Alexander was the father of John and Octavia Alexander, whom you have shown to be two of Allen's nine children.  That information stated there includes the
following: 
     James W. Alexander (1835-55 yrs.) and wife Margaret (1786-died?) with son
        (A) John H. Alexander, (1824-1917) and wife Mary Ann ((1828-1900), and with daughter
        (B) Octavia (1843-1927) and husband Martin B. Johnson (1839-1901)
    Two questions immediately come to mind about this information: a) Is
this particular John H. and Octavia the same two people as the John H. and
Octavia you have shown to be children of Allen?; b)  Is the stated parentage
connection  consistent with all other facts known about both Allen and
James?
That information about the parentage of these two children has to be an
error, in view of all the following facts:
 
1.  The book named "The Combined History of Schuyler and Brown Counties,
Illinois, 1686-1882" states on page 247 that     " James Alexander came from
Tennessee, and was one of the immigrants of 1830.  He settled in section
19." (in   Mt. Sterling Twp)  "He had a wife and six children.
...... His death occurred a few years after his arrival."
2.  The same book states on page 321 that  "Allen Alexander, a Tennesseean,
first stopped in Morgan county in 1830, and in '31 came to Schulyler county, and settled just north of Crooked Creek, where he lived until 1840, and then moved into Cooperstown township.  His advent into Brown county contributed largely to the population, as he brought with him a family of nine children--six daughters and three sons.  Seven are living, and three of that number reside in this county,as follows:--J. H., a thrifty farmer, lives about one mile south of Mt. Sterling; Lucy J.,
wife of James Barton; and Octavia, wife of Martin Johnson.
The old man built and conducted one of the first ferries across the creek.
He died in 1841, and his wife in 1847." From the above two items it is obvious that the size of the two families are very different.
3.  The nine children of Allen Alexander are identified in the 1840 and 1850
U.S. censuses.  The details of that identificaton are given in Attachment 8 of your Family History.  Both John and Octavia are identified there, as well as the other seven children.  The years of birth given there agree with the
year of birth for John and Octavia as given in the information from the book, named in the opening paragraph of this letter.  So, the John and Octavia referred to in that book are the same  John and Octavia who are known to be children of Allen, not some other John and Octavia.
4.  The six children of James are identified by age and sex in the 1830
census.  The 1830 data is as follows:
        James W. Alexander
        Age group        No. of males        No. of females
        0-5                      0                            0
        5-10                     1                            0
        10-15                    1                            1    ------
This male would be Matthew, found in 1850 census, age 31
        15-20                    0                            2
        20-30                    1                            0
        30-40                    0                            0
        40-50                    1                            1    ------
The male would be James and the female Margaret, found in 1850 census, age 65. (James died in 1835)
 
    These children are mostly much older than the children of Allen Alexander, none of whose sex and ages fit the above groups and do not match the census data given above.  The six children of James and the nine children of Allen are totally separate families and John H. Alexander and Octavia could not have been
the children of James.
 
5.  Since the book does state that John H, and Octavia are children of
James, then it follows by implication that all the other seven  siblings
of them should also be children of James if John H. and Octavia were.
However, this would disagree with the facts given in 1. above stating that James had six children, not nine.  Therefore, none of these nine siblings could     be children of James W.
6.  Finally, from the census data and the other data given in your Family
History it is seen that the birth years of certain of the Allen children occurred after the death of James W. :  Octavia in 1843, Mary in 1840, Lucy in 1839 and Martha in 1837.  It  would obviously be impossible for James W. to have been their father, since he died in 1835. Since he is not their father, therefore he cannot be the father of their sibling John H. either.  So neither John H. or Octavia or any of their seven other siblings are children of James W. Alexander.
 
While these arguments are somewhat complicated, they do demonstrate that the
proponderance of available evidence does demonstrate that the statement in the opening paragraph of this letter, about James W. being the father of John H. and Octavia, is not true and has to be an error.
 
Wally


