Names: Gray


Dear Mary,
Here is the 1860 Census information you requested:
1860 Federal Census Brown County, Illinois, Lee Twp
(L1411)
1411/1349 is the family of D. R Lucus a MD.
Reuben Gray is a 20 yr old male living with them and is listed as a farmer for his occupation. Hos place of birth was difficult to read but appears to be Vermont.

(L1437)
1437/1375 is the family of Sidney Raymond a farmer.
Reben (Probably Reuben) Gray is a 50 yr old male living with them along with three other men not of this family. He is listed as a farmer for his occupation and was born in New Hampshire.

I cannot tell from your note what kinds of things you have done to find Alta, your father. I will suggest some things and some ofthese you may have already done. It's a long time from 1888 to 1959 for a good connection to Brown County.What you need to be able to do is move back in time from your father's death to his birth showing where he is at each important event. You have his marriage in Brown County but a lot of time has passed since his birth. He could have travelled around a bit. The reason I'm stating all this is that I do not find any evidence from the records I have that his parents were in the county in the 1880's.

If you get Alta's death certificate, there may be some information there that will tell you his place of birth. If you know where his parents died, you may also be able to get their death certificates.

If you know from letters or other records where they may have been living in 1900, 1910 and 1920, you can check the census to verify that they were there and possibly get additional clues for other records to check for those periods of time.

If by chance John and Frances were married in Brown County, you can get a marriage certificate from the Brown county Clerk's office. They charge $5 for the search, whether they find it or not. So you'll want to have a pretty good idea that they were married there unless you want to have the search just to prove whether they were there or not.

If this turns up nothing and you feel certain that they were in Illinois for these events, you need to check the nearby counties.

I checked the 1880 census for John Gray in Illinois and there are 155 John's. If we knew that your John was in Illinois in 1880, we could proceed with a process of elimination until we get down to a smaller list of them. The chances are that he is still with his family. Just looking at those John's who are listed as son's will probably cut the list nearly in half. I currently have a listing of the 1880 cenuss for all of the state of Illinois that I can search using the computer. I will soon have an index of all the censuses for all of the US on CD. But for now, this is all I have.

I hope this helps a little. I can still search the 1900-1920 censuses of Brown County if you are fairly certain they are there. I do not have an index for these censuses at this time and a search will require looking through each page of the census, so I'd like to be confident that the search will be successful.
Sincerely,
Ken Huffman
 
 
 
 

Mary Wann wrote:
Hi, Could you send me any info you may have on Reben Gray..L1437 and Ruben Gray L1411 and a Alta Gray born 10-18-1888 in ILL i dont have nothing on him. he is my father and im trying to find out info on him i keep running into a brick wall on him lol. He was married to a Margie Harper and Adamae Woods Gray my mother in Brown Co ILL in 1959....Thank you so much  Mary oh my fathers parents were John Smith Gray and Frances HutchCraft Gray they were married in 1887...thanks 

