Names: Lester


Dear Pamela,
There's always the possibility of finding more. If you really want to know, this period of time is fairly robust with records. It's not quite as  easy as the 1900's but still very good. Let me show you what I found.
1850 Federal Census Brown County, Illinois, Lee Twp
Henry H Lester 45 b. KY
Mary Lester 42 b. KY
Robert Lester 18 Ill
Isabel Lester 16 Ill
Franklin Lester 14 Ill
Catherine Lester 12 Ill
Lucy Lester 8 Ill
William O. Lester 4 Ill
Mary E. Lester 2 Ill

William Lester is living with the James M. Keith Family 24 b. KY. He is probably a younger Brother to Henry.
George Lester is living with the Wadsworth Wilson Family, 17 b. Ill. He could be a son of Henry.

Henry Harvy Lester d. 11 Aug 1856. He served as a Captain on the Mormon War attached to the 36th regiment of Ill volunteers, 28 Jun 1844. His death record referrs to him as Colonel so he must have been promoted at some time later.  He also served as the 1st Justice of the Peace in Lee Twp. He was born in Adair County, Ky and came to Brown County in 1829. [ History of Schuyler and Brown Counties (HSBC), pp 162, 356, 392] The Cemeteries of Brown County (CBC) pp 47-48 Lists him as Rev. H. H. Lester.

Henry's wife was Mary H. Trabue. She was born in KY also. She died in Bates County, Missouri 9 Aug 1879. [p. 392 HSBC]

The CBC p96 lists two other children who died before 1850.
John Lester (d. unk) and Matilda Lester (d. 1849) There is one other child listed on pp 47-48: Tabitha (d. 1864)
Franklin Lester died Mar 1862 @ Benton Barrack, MO. [HSBC, p 191]

1860 Federal Census Brown County, Illinois
M. H. Lester 50 KY
Lucy Lester 17 Ill
William Lester 14 Ill
J. T. Lester 8 Ill
John H. Lester 5 Ill

1870 Federal Census Brown County Illinois, Lee Twp
Mary H. Lester 60 Ky
Lucy Lester 27 Ill
Mary E. Lester 21 Ill
Harvey Lester 15 Ill - [John H. in 1860]
James T. Lester 18 Ill - [J. T. in 1860]

Now for your Robert Lester - 1850 Census above.
1860 Federal Census Brown County Illinois Lee Twp
Robert Lester 27 Ill
Mrs. R. Lester 22 Ohio
Oliver Lester 3 Ill
Mary Lester 1 Ill

1870 Federal Census Brown county Illinois Lee Twp
Robert Lester 30 Ill
Rachel Lester 35 OH
Mary Ann Lester 12 Ill
Arthur Lester 9 Ill
Robert Lester 8 Ill
Susan M. Lester 4 Ill
Lucy Lester 2 Ill

Oliver appears to have died between 1860 and 1870 but I could not find any record in the CBC. I do not find any of  the others buried here either. If they died in the county their records have been lost and the headstones or grave markers no longer exist.
 

Rachel and Robert lived in Mound Station. Rachel was born in Pickaway County, Ohio and came to the County in 1852. [HSBC, p 392]

I checked the marriages I have but they end at about 1850. The county Clerk has the later marriages. You may order them directly from the clerk. They charge $5 for each search whether they find the records or not. Give them a date range to work with and they will probably find the marriages you need. This will apply to the children of Robert and Rachel too if they stayed in Brown county long enough. You can verify this by checking the 1900 Census for the boys, but the girls, you'll have to take a chance and hope they were married there.

There are other Lester's in the County which makes it confusing but now that you know more of the names, it should be a little easier.  As for researchers, you will need to contact the Versailles Historical Society or the Schuyler Brown Historical Society to see if they know of anyone who may be interested in doing the searches. the addresses can be gotten at:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilbrown/baddjan.htm

I'm sorry I am not much help. I live in Denver and only get to go to Brown County every 4-5 years.
Sincerely,
Ken Huffman

Pamela Markham wrote:
Dear Ken, My father's maternal grandmother was May Lester Wild of Los Angeles, born in Brown County (Pearidge)  on Dec. 3, 1865 or 1866.  She was one of three daughters (Mary E., May S. and Lucy) of Rachel Crabb Lester and Robert Lester of Brown County.  They also had several sons (e.g. Robert, Arthur and Guy).  Would you kindly email me by return (simply a YES or NO)  if there is a likelihood of discovering more about May's siblings and parents, including vital statistics of her brothers and sisters, by pursuing Brown County genealogy.  There are Lesters galore in the 1880 census, and after that, nothing.  In addition, I would appreciate your suggestions for further research and CONTACT INFORMATION regarding who might be willing to undertake such research. My grandmother Mae Wild Markham (b. 7-22-1901)  was the beloved only child of May Lester and Arthur Grant Wild, a manager for the Santa Fe Railroad Company in Southern California.  They were among the first homesteaders in Beverly Hills.  According to family lore, Mae was adopted by her aunt May Lester and spouse Arther Grant Wild  because either 1) her biological parents died when May was an infant or 2) her biological parents were too poor to provide for Mae, the youngest of a large brood of children, so they gave her to a  childless relative, May Lester Wild, to raise her. I'm pursuing the nearly impossible task of discovering who Daddy's mother's genetic forebears are.  There is a Lester connection.  either collateral or cultural, and I'd like to know more about the Lesters and Brown County.  My father Dean Markham adored his grandmother "Muddie"--May Lester Wild.  The genetic strength of the Lester connection is debatable, but the psychological and spiritual connection is strong, and I'd like to fill in the gaps.  (I think the cultural connection is more important, by the way.) Anyway,   I'm particularly interested in knowing whether Robert N., Arthur or Guy married someone named Louise Kirk and died before 1895, leaving small children, or whether Lucy Lester might have also gone by  the name of Louise and ended up in Sangamon County marrying a woodcarver named William J. Hagaman or Haganaw. Of course any information would be appreciated.  As an only child whose parents divorced when he was very small, my father overcame a rather lonely childhood, grew up in Los Angeles, after a stint in the Marines (1942-44) went to Harvard on a football scholarship ; married my mother, a New Englander, had five children, saw his college roommate Bobby Kennedy get brother Jack elected president back in 1960, and went to work at the White House in 1961. (If you saw the movie "Thirteen Days," Kenny O'Donnell, TOTALLY romanticized by Kevin Kostner, was the captain of the 1947-48 Harvard varsity team that included my father as a lineman.)  His intensely-lived, productive life ended in 1966, when he died in a plane crash in Riggins, Idaho.  My father was perceptive, warm, open, honest, unpretentious and thoughtful.  There is no evidence whatsoever that these qualities came from any source other than May Lester, transmitted to her daughter, my darling Granny. Sincerely, Pamela Markham Heller

